
Our New Year Begins….. 

NOTE: H.O.P.E. discussion group will meet at a         

different day/time in 2018.  Information on Page 4 

Monday, March 12, 2018 

6:15—6:55 Social Time & Refreshments 

7 PM—Chapter meeting & Program 

Program by Author,  Jo Bailey 

We who have hearing loss have all had experienc-

es where misunderstanding has gotten us into 

trouble, or at least made us wonder about some-

thing. 

Jo Bailey, the author of the book, O Kinky Turtle , 

has had a hearing loss since childhood, but it was not diagnosed 

until adulthood.  Her book’s title is one of her ‘mishearings’.  Can 

you figure out what she misunderstood? Think about it. The answer 

is on page 4.    

The author enjoys sharing her humorous experiences with hearing 

loss along with the knowledge she has gained from becoming a 

‘student of hearing loss’ Her book is  about words and phrases that 

are often misunderstood by people with hearing loss.   

The book also includes tips on how to live well with a hearing loss 
(your own or your partners or both).  Stories included in ‘O Kinky 
Turtle’ come from people from all across the country.  She is now 
collecting stories for Volume II, so be sure to bring yours!   

Jo Bailey lives on the south shore of Lake Superior where she enjoys 
painting, kayaking, hiking, sailing, friends, and retirement.  We look 
forward to a light-hearted look at how hearing loss affects our lives. 
We are honored to have her present our March chapter program.  

Do join us!  Everyone is welcome!  
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WHO ARE THESE FUN LOVING FOLKS? 

CAN I HANG OUT WITH THEM? 

They are Fox Trotters – members of 

HLAA Fox Valley’s 2017 Walk4Hear-

ing team.  And they would love for you 

to join them on the 2018 Walk team!  

It’s lots of fun.  And it’s so easy. 

FIRST:  Write this info on your calen-

dar.  Saturday, May 12th at 9 AM at 

Greenfield Park, West Allis, WI. 

SECOND:  Go to www.Walk4Hearing.org.  Click on the Mil-

waukee Walk and follow the instructions to join the Fox Trotter 

team.  The user friendly website takes you through the entire 

process step by step.  

THIRD:  Talk to team co-captains Christine or Rhonda.  They 

need to know your T-shirt size.  Why?  Because the HLAA Fox 

Valley Board has authorized the creation of a new chapter T-

shirt to coordinate with our faux foxtails and ears.  We aim to 

be ‘the Talk of the Walk.” 

PSSST – here is a secret about the Walk4Hearing.  Fox Trot-

ters NEED NOT WALK the 3.1 mile course. Really?  Read on... 

First case in point.  Stevie (the shortest Fox Trotter pictured 

above) was our team cheerleader last year.  She looks so darn 

cute with her face painted nose and whiskers, doesn’t she?  Ste-

vie commandeered a picnic table for the team to enjoy free pizza 

after the Walk.  Stevie waved her pompom. Stevie clapped vig-

orously.  But Stevie did not set foot on the pavement.  

Second case in point.  Julie  was a phantom walker.  She joined 

the Fox Trotter team via the website.  Even though she couldn’t 

be there in person, Julie raised funds and public awareness 

online that tells the public that hearing loss is an important 

health issue.  Consciousness raising is one of the primary objec-

tives of the Walk4Hearing.   

Most participants in the Walk fundraise.  How?  They solicit 

donations from friends, family, co-workers, etc. to raise money 

for HLAA.  Funds support our mission to open the world of com-

munication to people with hearing loss through advocacy, edu-

cational programs and peer support.  Money raised by the 

Walk4hearing supports national HLAA &  Fox Valley chapter.   

Here is some good news for chapter members who plan to at-

tend the 2018 national HLAA convention in Minneapolis.  The 

Chapter Board approved a 20% rebate of funds raised by indi-

vidual Walkers to add to the chapter stipends they will receive 

to offset convention costs. That should be an incentive, right? 

You can offset convention costs via receipt of a 20% rebate of 

funds you raise through the 2018 Walk4Hearing.  Have conflict-

ing commitments on the day of the day of the Walk? Well, that 

phantom walker option makes it possible for any member of our 

chapter to be register to be a Fox Trotter, as long as you register 

as a team member. Accordingly, those chapter members who 

accept a convention stipend will be expected to participate in 

this year’s Walk4Hearing.   

Help erase the stigma of hearing loss. Don’t be a Fox Trotter 

Wanna Be.  Join the team at:  Www.walk4hearing.org   

Come early for a special treat! Many have said 

they miss the ‘social time’ before meetings….so 

we’re going back. HOPE has moved to a different 

day. (see page 4) Put on a smile, be hungry for a 

yummy dessert, and let’s be social. Door opens at 

6:15 PM. Meeting & program promptly at 7. 

Meetings are held at  

Universal Unitarian 

Fellowship/Appleton. 

2600 Phillip Lane.    

Map at www.fvuuf.org  

NOTE: HLAA is not affiliated with UUF or any other religious or political group. We 

appreciate being able to  use UUF’s communication accessible facility.  

http://www.Walk4Hearing.org
http://www.walk4hearing.org
http://www.fvuuf.org


HLAA Adopts New Logo and Changes 

Magazine Name 

Hearing Life is the new name of HLAA’s prem-

ier publication, previously called Hearing Loss 

Magazine. The magazine is about YOU – the 

person at the center of your own care. It’s about 

learning all you can about hearing loss and get-

ting better access to communication so you can 

make your own choices about what works for 

you.  HLAA folks are people first. We happen to 

have hearing loss. Some of us without technolo-

gy are totally deaf. Some of us just need a little help to hear better 

in certain situations. Some are hoping for hearing restoration, 

hearing excellence, or even a cure. We are learners. 

Most people reading this newsletter and Hearing Life Magazine 

want to do anything it takes to stay in a world where people base 

relationships on some kind of communication. We understand that 

untreated hearing loss can lead to isolation, depression, anxiety, 

falls and maybe even cognitive deterioration. Communication – 

being engaged with others – is what makes life worth living. 

 

 

 

  

Condolences… 

With sadness we report the passing of three members of HLAA Fox  
Valley Chapter. 

Marie Ruys, a long time member passed away in December. Marie was 
an advocate, an educator and was instrumental in this chapter’s develop-
ment for over three decades. Marie served the chapter as an officer, a 
grant writer, in outreach efforts, and in myriad other ways. She and her 
husband, Peter, who preceded her in death, were always there when they 
were needed.  

Jim Muhich, a retired UWO professor who served as chapter treasurer, 
passed away in January. Jim, who has been involved in the Cochlear 
Implant group,  had recently moved to Madison to be near family. 

Alice Reimer-McKee passed away in February. Alice discovered HLAA 
three years ago and became involved as a greeter. She wanted everyone 
to get a warm welcome at every meeting, and did a lot to make that hap-
pen. Alice, a retired Methodist minister was also very involved in the 
area’s Memory Cafes.  

They will all be missed. May they rest in peace. Condolences to their 
families from all of us in HLAA Fox Valley Chapter. 

Welcome to HLAA 2018… 

We trust you had a wonderful Holiday 

Season with family and friends. Win-

ter has turned the corner, hooray, and 

here comes March. Meanwhile, your 

HLAA-Fox Valley Chapter Board has 

been busy planning another year of 

exciting, informative programs. We hope you will 

share our enthusiasm. 

In order to re-energize the chapter, we are taking 

steps to help Chapter Meetings be more Social, less 

rushed and a little more relaxed. It looks something 

like this: the Doors will open at 6:15  PM on the sec-

ond Monday for each monthly meeting. We 

will provide coffee or tea and a piece of pie 

in March.  

We want to take time to meet our members and 

guests. At 6:25 these refreshments will be available to 

all who join us. At 6:55 we’ll move into our meeting 

room, (NO FOOD OR DRINK IS PERMITTED in the 

Sanctuary at UUF, please, so come early!), the Chap-

ter Meeting will start promptly at 7:03 PM with con-

versation about things that are important to you and 

what’s new with our Chapter. The Featured Program 

will begin at 7:23. The room has a hearing loop, and 

we also have live captioning. Turn on your t-coils or 

ask for an assistive listening device, please! If you 

don’t know what we’re talking about, you really need 

to come!  

THERE’S A LOT GOING ON…You’ll learn more in 

this Newsletter and as time passes. Program Posters 

are now being printed and will be ready for distribu-

tion shortly. Perhaps you have some ideas where they 

will be seen by people who should know about HLAA. 

Might you be able to help with poster distribution?   

There are many ways to help the Chapter. Volunteer. 

Let us know your ideas of how you want to help! Then 

respond to the chapter leaders when they reach out to 

you.  We want to increase the number of people who 

attend our Chapter Meetings, so we plan to do more 

OUTREACH this year. Our Newsletter and Programs 

have been successful ways for that. But we can do 

more, true? It starts with everyone doing something.  

You can invite friends and family who share your in-

terests in better hearing---information, education, sup-

port, latest technologies. These are all good ways to 

better communicate. Hearing Loss affects many in our 

communities. We want people to engage with us, tell 

us their stories and reach better outcomes. We can do 

this. So Welcome back, we look forward to seeing you 

at the Chapter Meetings. 

Oh, one more thing, could you send me an RSVP, 

that lets me know you’re attending the March 

meeting, please!? The pie man needs to know 

how much pie to bake. Thank you. See you soon. 

Rick Fahrenkrug, rfahr07@gmail.com, 920-725-0255, 

Here is our new T-shirt design! 

Everyone who signs up to walk as 

a Fox Trotter in the 2018 

Walk4Hearing gets one free!     

Others can order for $10. We need 

your size. Please sign up at the 

March meeting or contact Rhonda 

rclancey@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:rfahr07@gmail.com
mailto:rclancey@hotmail.com


 The Sponsor Program is Fox Valley Chapter’s main 
fundraiser. Appeal Letters were sent to previous & potential 

donors in late January. Donations received prior to February 
20th, when this edition went to press, are credited below. 
Names will be added as donations are received. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported Fox Valley 
Chapter this way. NOTE: If your name or 
business is not listed correctly, please let 
us know immediately. If you did not re-

ceive a letter, and would like to support the 

chapter this way, please send your check 

to: HLAA-Fox Valley Treasurer, P.O. Box 

25, Menasha WI 54952.  

Thank you !     
2018 Chapter Sponsors  

  

Platinum Level ($200 or More)  
Anonymous 
ENT Specialists of WI SC  Katie Armatoski AuD, Mark Con

 radt AuD, Erin Krueger AuD, Kathy Driefuerst AuD, 
 Tamara Mischka AuD, Tricia Roh AuD, Holly Rusch AuD 

Fox Valley Hearing Center, Inc. Candy McGinnis AuD, 
 Melissa Dintelman AuD, & Jody Jedlicka AuD 

Douglas Grant MD 
Haviland Hearing Aids Inc. 
              Peter J. Zellmer, AuD & Kyle Martell, AuD 
Hearing Clinics of Wisconsin, Inc. 
 Robert Broeckert MS-CCC-A   
Rural Audiology Services  Kari Kramer AuD &           

 Becky Franz MS CCC-A 
U.S. Captioning Co.   
Gold Level ($100  -  $199) 
About Better Care Audiology, Stephanie Long AuD, Chris-
tine Klessig, Doris Kropp, Michael & Susan Landreman, 
Juliette Sterkens, Stan & Jane Whiteman, Walt & Phyllis 
Ziemke,  
Silver Level ($50  -  $99) 

Anonymous, O.C. & Pat Boldt, Jo Kintopf-Crabb, Elizabeth 
Ginke, James Hemmen, Ione Muehlenbein (in memory of 
Paul Muehlenbein), Julie & John Olson, Thomas & Karen 
Schuppe, Shirley & Earl Younk,  

Bronze Level ($25  -  $49) 
Kevin Gossins, Myrtle & Raymond Morris, George VanAm-
ber Jr 

 

 We are grateful to these Sponsors for their generosity and 
support of HLAA Fox Valley Chapter. Their support allows 

us to print & circulate this newsletter, to hold regular 
meetings in an accessible facility, to provide information & 

materials to those who attend our meetings, do outreach 
programs when asked, educate ourselves and others on 

new technology & so much more.  

 

Meetings are open to the public, and are run by volunteers 
  

Tax deductible donations can be sent to: HLAA-FVC Treas-
urer, P.O. Box 25, Menasha WI 54952-0025.  The chapter is a 

registered 501(c)3 non profit. NOTE: We are also grateful to 
the members who contribute personal resources of time, 

energy, mileage and more, and to those who have made 
smaller cash donations to our treasury.    

  

This is Us….HLAA FVC in 2018 

Because no one was willing or able to say “Yes” to standing 
for election to the presidency of this chapter at the end of 2017, 
a steering committee focused on strategic planning, has recom-
mended to the board that for 2018, the president’s role will be 
shared by three chapter leaders who have agreed to work to-
gether to run our meetings. 

A goal of this committee and the board is to select a slate of 
officers, to include a president, a treasurer, a secretary and a 
nominating committee to be presented for election next fall, as 
our chapter bylaws recommend. Meanwhile, we will work 
with what we have. 

We are grateful to Colleen Van Rooy for serving as president 
of the chapter for 2 years, and as ‘acting president’ for the past 
year. It seems that many thought Colleen would just be our 
‘forever president’. Sorry to say, her answer is “No”.  We are 
grateful to Colleen for her leadership and her warm friendly 
way of keeping people happy. We are pleased that Colleen will 
remain on the board as ‘immediate past president’.  

The tri-leaders (steering committee) for 2018 are Rick 
Fahrenkrug, Christine Klessig, and Julie Olson. Jane Young 
will remain in the office of treasurer. She is being assisted by 
Michelle Frisbie CPA, a past president of the chapter.  

Please think hard about what you can do to help this chapter. It 
is not going to die, but it needs new blood. We have had a cou-
ple people offer to help with outreach and marketing. More are 
needed to form active committees.   

No one can do everything; but everyone can do something! 

Cochlear Implant Subgroup Update 

Bad weather made it necessary to cancel our Jan-

uary meeting. The next meeting of the CI discus-

sion group will be held on Monday evening, April 

16th at Festival Foods Community Room in 

Neenah. Watch for the reminder and specifics in 

the April newsletter. This group welcomes all people with 

cochlear implants, and those who want more information 

about them from people who have them. If you’d like an e-

mail reminder, contact Rhonda: rclancey@hotmail.com  

Spider silk could offer breakthrough in hearing 
aid microphones 
A recent study by a Binghamton University 
professor on spider silk is providing prom-
ising possibilities for the way hearing aid 
microphones will be able to manage back-
ground noise -- and may even change the 
way you look at the eight-legged creatures 
the next time you encounter one. The fiber 
they spin could be the future of directional 
microphone technology in hearing aids, improving the quali-
ty of sound wearers experience across all frequencies, ac-
cording to an article published in the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of the United States(PNAS) in 
October, 2017. Healthy Hearing 01/16/20018 

2018 National HLAA Convention Stipends.  You know all about it. It’s up to you to register and attend. IF you signed up on 

the list to attend prior to the end of December, you are eligible to receive a stipend from the chapter. Stipends vary between $350 

& $500; the higher amount awarded to those who have never attended a convention. Early Bird Registration ends on March 31st. 

Your stipend will go farther if you take advantage of that discounted registration. This is up to you.  These conventions are worth 

the money spent!  Registration forms available at the March meeting. www.hearingloss.org Stipends issued after the convention 

mailto:rclancey@hotmail.com
http://www.hearingloss.org


HLAA-Fox Valley Chapter 

P.O. Box 25 

Menasha WI 54952-0025 

2018 Chapter Leadership Board 

Steering Committee:*  

*Rick Fahrenkrug rfahr07@gmail.com  

*Christine Klessig bommaklessig@gmail.com  

*Julie Olson  Julieo@athenet.net  

Treasurer: Jane Young:  YBLUEJAY@aol.com 

Past Chair: Colleen Van Rooy: cvanrooy@yahoo.com 

H.O.P.E. Chair: Nancy Gilbertson                             

nancy.gilbertson2@gmail.com 

Cochlear Implant Group Chair/ Program Chair: 

Rhonda Clancey: rclancey@hotmail.com     

Newsletter Editor: Julie Olson: julieo@athenet.net 

Phone Contact/Social: ‘T’ Van Asten 920-420-8462            

Chapter e-mail:  hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com 

Off-Board Support Crew:  Dave Gilbertson, Bob Op-

steen, Jerry Van Handel, Gene Van Asten                                                                   

Feel free to contact any of us personally. 
 

*In an effort to restructure, the chapter board will 

be led by a 3 person steering committee, rather 

than by a chair,  until further notice. The Board 

will continue to include a treasurer, committee 

chairs, and members at large.  

2018 Chapter Calendar 

March 12.... “Mishearing in Conversation”    

April 09.... “Tinnitus; those Noises in Your Head: Causes & 
Possible Solutions 

May 14.... “Your Smartphone Can Caption Conversation!”     

June 11....“Dogs for a Better Life; Hearing Assistance Dogs  

July 09....Chapter Picnic: More information to follow.     

August 13....“Finding Financial Assistance for Hearing Aids”         

September 10  “Cochlear Implant Option; Do You Qualify?”   

October 08  “Hearing Loops at Home and at Work; Come 
Try Them Out”  

November 12  “Hearing Loss Gotcha?  Get Your Life Back 
with HLAA!”  

December 10  Holiday Party, Appleton Yacht Club  

About the Hearing Loss Association of America 

The Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA), founded in 1979, opens the world of communication to people with hearing loss through information, 

education, support and advocacy. HLAA holds annual conventions), produces Walk4Hearing events in 20 cities, publishes the bimonthly Hear Life Maga-

zine, advocates for the rights of people with hearing loss, and has an extensive network of chapters and state organizations across the country. HLAA Fox 

Valley Chapter is an affiliate of the national organization, as is HLAA-Wisconsin. Neither affiliate charges dues. Instead, we encourage you to pay dues to 

national HLAA and to become ‘members’. Dues are $35/year for an individual; $45/year for a family. HLAA at all levels is a 501c3 non-profit organization. 

This chapter receives a $7 rebate for national dues paid by people in our region. By adding your name to the HLAA membership roles, you help HLAA help 

millions of people with hearing loss, as the organization makes hearing loss an issue of national concern.  Please join our organization. The national head-

quarters is located at 7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD 20814. Phone 301.657.2248 or visit hearingloss.org.  Join HLAA and support 

advocacy & medical research. Numbers matter to HLAA’s success as an advocate for your rights as a person with hearing loss.  

Disclaimer—HLAA does not endorse products or ser-

vices. Mention of such is intended to provide readers 

& those who attend meetings with  information on 

products or services that might be of interest, & is not 

a recommendation or endorsement. 

  

                      PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
The H.O.P.E. Support Group meeting day and 
time has changed. H.O.P.E. will be meeting from 
1-3 pm, the Fourth Thursday of the month. Only 
the day and time has changed, not the location. 
We still meet at the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship, 2600 Philip Ln, Appleton. Please contact 
me if you have questions at:                             
nancy.gilbertson2@mail.com 
 
      Especially When We Feel Lost And Alone 
In the midst of bad days, when we feel lost and alone with 
our hearing loss, it’s easy to look around and see people 
who seem to be doing perfectly fine. But I assure you they 
all are not. 
When you hear yourself say, “No one understands what I'm 
going through; I am all alone”, it’s just your troubled mind 
misguiding you. No matter how embarrassed or lost you 
feel, there are others out there experiencing very similar 
emotions. 
Where are these people? At H.O.P.E. Here you 
will find an amazing group of friendly and caring 
people living with hearing loss. And although 
some people do not understand us, we under-
stand each other. At H.O.P.E., we talk to each 
other; we listen to each other; we learn from 
each other. It's about feelings, kindness, and 
hope. 
 Nancy Gilbertson, H.O.P.E. Chairperson 

Our newsletter is available by regular mail or e-mail. 

Links are live in the e-mail version, which is in color.  

Answer: O Kinky Turtle “Keep your face,      

always, toward the     

sunshine  -  

And shadows will fall    

behind you.”  

 

Walt Whitman 
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