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Hearing Loss Association of America
Fox Valley Chapter

July Meeting
Monday, July 13th, 2026
Bordini Center - Appleton

5 N. Systems Drive
5:30 Social Time - Meeting 6 PM

PROGRAM: Advocacy Success in the
Fox Valley Region! Learn the Latest!

PRESENTER: Scott Volberding, Assistant
Airport Director from Appleton International
Airport (ATW)

AT Airport

In programs and in our support groups, we've often
discussed the fears & frustrations of traveling when
hearing loss is part of our reality. There are many horror

stories of missing gate changes, time changes and flights.

Being able to hear announcements is a key to our safety.

The Appleton International Airport (ATW) has been
proactive in installing Hearing Assistive Technology. At
our July meeting we’ll learn more about what has been
done, and how advocacy done by the people has inspired
upgrades.

In a previous issue, we mentioned the
sunflower lanyard that identifies travelers
with invisible disabilities. Using this
equipment alerts airport personnel that a
person has unique needs. Communication
access creates independence. We can fly
alone without stress!

In person attendance works best, but those who
wish to attend on Zoom are welcome too! Pre
register for Zoom.
https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/TBpHs
JKuSZKNSN7wpTmZUA

This is an opportunity to learn. Come join us!!
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October 16 & 17 in
Ambhurst WI. Register
at this link:

HLAAWTI 2026 State
Conference

TECH EMPOWERMENT
The Key to Hearing Accessibility

HLAA Wisconsin State Conference 2026 Early Bird $50 E E
(until 9/1/26)
‘ Regular$75+ &,
° Student $30
.A’ l ILAA HLAAWI.org E

Mearing Loss Association of America
Wisconsin State Association

REGISTRATION

Make plans to attend the 2026 HLAAWT State
Conference. The focus this year is on tools and
technology that is transforming communication access.
Everyone who lives with hearing loss should know what
is available, how it works and how to make sure they
have access to it. We have a right to this access just as
people with other disabilities have rights to the
accessibility they need.

Thanks to our successful HLAA chapter, founded in
1983, the Fox Valley region has been ahead of the game
in advocating for communication access. Think about all
the theaters, performing arts centers, school
auditoriums, meeting spaces, worship centers, etc. that
have hearing assistive technology we take for granted.

Technology, and a more open acceptance of our hearing
loss realities, allowed us to create a “Communication
Access Gold Mine Region” here since the early 1990s.
We must continue to keep up with evolving technology
so we can keep moving forward!

We can’t depend on healthcare providers to keep us up
to date on what is coming. We must learn for ourselves
so we can advocate. Encourage your healthcare

providers to attend this conference. They are welcome!

NOTE: A few stipends will be available for active
chapter participants to help defray costs to attend the
state conference. Let us know by August 25t if this

interests you. hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com


mailto:hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/hlaawi-2026-state-conference
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/TBpHsJKuSZKN8N7wpTmZUA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/TBpHsJKuSZKN8N7wpTmZUA

HLAA Bloomed in June!

The theme of the June gth Summer Social at the Appleton Yacht Club was "HLAA in
Bloom". Three lucky people took home a variegated leaf purple iris as one of the
evening's prizes. All 31 folks in attendance bloomed that evening as we celebrated
our contributions to the continued success of Fox Valley Chapter. At 43 years

and counting, it is one of the oldest HLAA chapters in the country!!

Brienna Bramstedt, 2026 recipient of the chapter’s $1500 scholarship, and her
parents joined us. Brienna shared her story and her future plans to get her degree in
audiology with us. She has lived with hearing loss herself since early childhood.

Attendees generously donated $60 to the Wisconsin Walkq4Hearing which took place
in Madison on 6/7. Bravo! Mary's flower decorations were beautiful! The sun was

! b= .
2026 Scholarship Recipient shining on the water outside Appleton Yacht Club! The awesome salad buffet was
Brienna Bramstedt, with her delicious! Thank you to everyone who brought food and fun to the party.

parents at the social.

Social co-chairs especially liked the Cranberry Jello Salad and
are sharing the recipe with you on page 3 of this newsletter.

Veteran’s Across America Virtual
Meetings take place via zoom every 34
Tuesday of the month 7-8 PM CT.
Hearing loss is the most common disability
experienced by veterans returning from
combat zones due to noise exposure. Check
out HLAA’s Veteran’s Online Group at this
LINK You are not alone with hearing
loss!
We thank our veterans
emm—l for their service &

encourage them to attend
= HLAA Fox Valley chapter

meetings & state events.

Submitted by Christine Klessig, Chapter Secretary
Photos by Mary Hatfield. Christine & Mary co-chair our social committee.

School is on break and summer has officially started!
Whether you’re traveling far and wide or staying close
to home, HLAA’s website offers a range of resources
to help you enjoy the summer while prioritizing
hearing health. www.hearingloss.org

e Planning a vacation? Follow our air travel tips.

e Attending a concert? Prevent damage
from noise exposure.

e Going to the
beach? Protect your hearing tech and devices.

e Bonding with your
family? Get kids talking about their hearing loss.



https://www.hearingloss.org/get-involved/veterans/?utm_campaign=Hearing%20Loss%20Association%20of%20America&utm_content=Hearing%20Life%20e-news%3A%20March%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=getresponse&utm_term=
http://www.hearingloss.org/
https://app.getresponse.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62b&co=S21mBt&lc=ztuN2W&mc=Jj&s=B5gImWk&u=QQmeu&z=EJT5VFS&
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Chapter Leadership Team
Officers: 12-2005 — 11-2026
Co-Presidents: Rhonda Clancey & Julie Olson
rclancey@hotmail.com julieo@athenet.net
Immediate Past President: Dale Voskuil
Treasurer: Michelle Frisbie
michellelfrisbie@gmail.com
Secretary: Christine Klessig
bommaklessig@gmail.com
Board Members at Large: Mary Hatfield, Kay
Nieset, Jane Young
Newsletter Editor: Julie Olson
Newsletter Prep: Jane Young
Social Committee: Christine Klessig & Mary
Hatfield
H.O.P.E. Moderator: Dale Voskuil
Cochlear Implant Moderator: Rhonda Clancey
Book Club Moderator: Kay Nieset
Phone Contact: Karen Kasten 920-733-4853
Support Crew: Jerry VanHandel, Kevin Gossens,
Karen & Gary Kasten, Marilyn Rock, Julie & Ed
Dorschner, Colleen Van Rooy

Chapter email address: hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

We’re looking for Tech support. Let us know
if you have the skill needed to help.

Disclaimer: HLAA does not endorse or
promote products or providers. We come
together to share our experiences, positive
and negative. Our goal is to help people live
well with hearing loss through peer support,
education, information sharing & advocacy.

Cranberry Salad Recipe

One 3 oz package of red jello

Onc cup of chopped cranberries
One & %2 cups chopped apple

One cup finely chopped celery

/2 cup chopped walnuts or pecans.

Make jello per package

instructions. Refrigerate until Y
partially set. Mix in all chopped (\ \1
ingredients and let set completely.

ENJOY!!

All HLAA events provide communication

access. That includes live captioning &
the use of technology that is available to
us where the event takes place.

Chapter Sponsor Project

The sponsor project is HLAA Fox Valley Chapter’s main
fundraiser. Sponsors make it possible to cover costs
incurred in our efforts to fulfill the mission of HLAA. That
includes publishing & circulating our newsletter, renting
accessible meeting space, providing scholarships for
students with hearing loss, and providing stipends to attend
educational events.

HLAAFVC is a 501c3 tax exempt organization. Donations
are tax deductible according to state law. Donate by check to
HLAAFVC, P.O. Box 25 Menasha WI 54912 or donate online
at: https://www.hlaawi.org/fox-valley-chapter.html Scroll
down to the teal “Give Without Fees” Include instructions
on how you wish to be listed based on format below.
Donations must be received by the 15t of the month to be
included in the next edition.

2026 Chapter Sponsors

Diamond Level ($400 or More)

Charles & Judy Hastert, Jack Schindhelm
Fox Valley Hearing Aids — Dr. Engebos, Dr. Esser,
Dr. Iwanski, Dr. McGinnis, Dr. Wittmann

Haviland Hearing Aids — Peter Zellmer AuD CCCA

Platinum Level ($200 - $399)

Judy & Larry Benish, Jim Machalk, Barbara Merry, Barb &
Russ Soderberg, Max Maxfield & Juliette Sterkens AuD,
Dale & Renee Voskuil, Tweet/Garot Mechanical Inc.,

DAF Giving 360 Anonymous

Gold Level ($100 - $199)

Kay Nieset, Mary & Ron Hatfield, Julie & John Olson, Barb
& Phil Schlafer, Barbara Uehling, Bill & Grace Zurovich,
Michelle Frisbie, Margaret Carriveau, Kevin Gossens, Mike
& Sue Landreman, Clarice Belling, Russ Brodtke, Bill &
Diane Beversdorf, Jo Kintopf-Crabb, Julie Reisinger, Lynn

Schneider, Tom & Karen Schuppe, Jerome & Phyllis
VanHandel, Jan & Diane Veenendaal, Christine Klessig,
Thrivent Choice Dollars directed from Kenneth Calkins &
Pamela Surma

Silver Level ($50 - $99)

Suzanne Brown, Rich & Jan Erickson, Steve & Judy
Hangartner, Tom & Patty Reimer, Elaine Stark, Michael
Walsh, Katie Weber, Anonymous Donor

Bronze Level ($10-$49)

Lorna Hamilton, Mary Ann Walter, Bob Opsteen, Jay &

Babette Robitshek, Kate Wiers in memory of Joyce
Hannamann, Sheila Kudrie in memory of Al Kudrie

Thank you to our sponsors. We also thank everyone
who gives in other ways via time, energy, mileage,
program presentations & more. You are the reason
our volunteer run chapter is successful.
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3 subgroups that provide opportunities to come together
in small groups help make HLAAFVC successful. All
started because people suggested them. Thanks to leaders
& participants. You encourage friendships & peer support!

Hear Better Book Club

Kay Nieset, Moderator
hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

Are you interested in learning about other people’s journeys with
hearing loss? Our book selection for July is Odyssey of Hearing
Loss, Tales of Triumph, by Michael A. Harvey, which explores ten

case studies of people living with hearing loss from a
psychotherapist’s point of view. Join us for what is sure to be an
engaging discussion about the emotional side of hearing loss.

I have one copy of the book available. Contact
me if interested. It can be found on eBay or
AbeBooks. Our next meeting is Thursday,
July 2374, at 6:00pm at the Neenah Library,
Room 202 (Carpenter Room). See you there!

H.O.P.E.—Hearing Other People’s Experiences—meets after
our chapter programs. Participants determine topics we discuss by
asking questions about concerns they have about hearing loss.
Generally, someone will provide an answer. The group is small
enough to allow everyone to participate if they choose to, and large
enough to get supportive answers based on experience. ———T-
H.O.P.E. lasts just long enough to be interesting & -
effective. HOPE you’ll Join Us after our July meeting! E
Dale Voskuwil; H.O.P.E. Moderator

voskuild @gmail.com

Cochlear Implant Support Group
Contact: Rhonda Clancey rclancey@hotmail.com

Join us on Zoom on Tuesday July 21st at 6:00 PM.

If you have an implant and are willing to share your experience, this
is a good place to reach out to help one another. Sometimes we all
need a bit of tech support. This is a good place to get that too! It’s
also a place to ask questions for people who are thinking about
whether to move forward.

We meet every other month on Zoom. Those on our CI email list will
receive the Zoom registration link a week in advance. Watch for It!
Contact me if you're not on this list so I can include you.

Rhonda Clancey, CI Moderator

2026 Chapter Calendar

July 13t How Advocacy Has Made a
Difference in the Fox Valley Area

NO MEETING IN AUGUST

Sept. 14t Learn About Lipreading

Oct. 12th Captioned Glasses. How
Assistive Technology Rocks!

Oct. 16t & 17th — HLAAWI State
Conference

Nov. 9th Fear, Frustration, Fatigue,
the Emotional Side of Hearing Loss

Dec. 14 Holiday Social Event

Regular meetings are held at Bordini
Center 5 N. Systems Drive, Appleton
on the 2" Monday of the month.

H.O.P.E. Discussions gather after the
programs. Stay to talk, share and
hear other people’s experiences!

Details are always included in this
free newsletter. Subscribe at:
hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com It is
available by regular mail or email.
Feel free to share it.

Let us know if your address changes. Email
or regular mail. For regular mail, we pay a
fee for returned mail. If you're away for a
few months, help us out & let us know. E-
mail may be your best option. Connect at:

hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

NEWS ON THE HORIZON!

The national HLAA convention took place in
Louisville KY in mid-June. Kay Nieset
represented FVC as its delegate. Michelle
Frisbie, a member of the national board, also
attended. Both ladies brought back a ton of

excellent information that will be shared at
upcoming chapter meetings, on the HLAA
state website, in future newsletters, & on our
chapter’s Facebook page. Check out the
HLAA Wisconsin website www.hlaawi.org
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