@
[
[
Hearing Loss Association of America
Fox Valley Chapter

VOLUME 41, ISSUE 8, OCTOBER 2026

October Meeting
Monday, October 12, 2026
Bordini Center — Appleton

5 N. Systems Dr.

5:30 Social Time 6:00 Meeting

~ M
ceptify
PROGRAM: Something New in
Hearing Loss Technology

PRESENTER: Tom Pritzky,

the developer & owner of Captify

Captioned Glasses will share his story. Tom was
born with hearing loss & always found himself
struggling to understand conversations. When he
enrolled at Stanford University, he vowed to find
solutions that addressed this issue that is so
familiar to those of us who live with hearing loss.
He has done research on how hearing loss affects
people socially, with a focus on finding possible

solutions.

Captioned glasses are the latest piece of his
journey. Join us to learn more about how they
work. You will be amazed at this new concept in
the use of captioning.

It’s always best to join us in person at Bordini Center,
but if that’s not possible you can participate on Zoom.
Register for the Zoom link here:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K3iu6J7VT
YCRg NfolDf4g

Enter the waiting room by 5:55 PM so we can get set up.

Live links can be accessed at hlaawi.org/chapters and
on our Facebook page for those who receive it in print.

There’s Still Time to Register!!

Oct 16-17
Jensen
Center in
Ambherst

TECH EMPOWERMENT

The Key to Hearing Accessibility
HLAA Wisconsin State Conference 2026

Gear Up for Fun & Learning!
We are pleased that many Fox Valley Chapter folks
have registered for the 2026 HLAAWI state
conference! You can still register. Details can be
found about the event at this
link: https://www.hlaawi.org/ The QR code in the
graphic above also leads to information.

We will share more at our October 12t meeting.
Ride sharing may be an option. That will be up to
everyone who plans to go.

Technology that goes beyond hearing aids is the
key to hearing accessibility. Accessibility empowers
people who know what works & how to use it!
Unfortunately, we are not always told about these
options when we purchase hearing aids or choose
cochlear implant processors. Don’t be left out!
Learn!!!

Pizza buffet & salad bar on Friday night.
Buffet Luncheon on Saturday.
Exhibits and Outstanding Presentations!
HLAA shares information,
educates, advocates and provides
invaluable peer support at all

levels, chapter, state & national.

We commend chapter members, Christine Klessig
& Michelle Frisbie for serving on the HLAAWI
board. Both are actively involved in planning this
conference! We appreciate their hard work!


https://www.hlaawi.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K3iu6J7VTYCRg_Nf9lDf4g
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Chapter Leadership Team
Officers: 12-2005 — 11-2026
Co-Presidents: Rhonda Clancey & Julie Olson
rclancey@hotmail.com julieo@athenet.net
Immediate Past President: Dale Voskuil
Treasurer: Michelle Frisbie

michellelfrisbie@gmail.com
Secretary: Christine Klessig

bommaklessig@gmail.com

Board Members at Large: Mary Hatfield, Kay
Nieset, Jane Young

Newsletter Editor: Julie Olson

Newsletter Prep: Jane Young

Social Committee: Christine Klessig & Mary
Hatfield

H.O.P.E. Moderator: Dale Voskuil

Cochlear Implant Moderator: Rhonda Clancey
Book Club Moderator: Kay Nieset

Phone Contact: Karen Kasten 920-733-4853
Support Crew: Jerry VanHandel, Kevin Gossens,
Karen & Gary Kasten, Marilyn Rock, Julie & Ed
Dorschner, Colleen Van Rooy

Chapter email address: hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

Are you willing to share your hearing
loss experiences in print? Maybe about
something you learned through HLAA or
elsewhere? We are always looking for
newsletter articles. We like them short &
positive. Something that encourages people to
talk openly about how hearing loss affects them.

I could write pages about my life & how hearing
loss hit me in my 20s, along with all the
positives that happened since. Sharing our
experiences validates feelings we have that are
hard to explain even to friends & family.

Consider writing an article for this
newsletter. Understand it may need to be
edited to fit, and that positive and typical stories
are desired. Email me with your ideas please.

Julie Olson, Newsletter Editor .
HLAA Fox Valley Chapter \
julieo@athenet.net

Another Way to Help HLAA...
Volunteer to

SUPPORT i sit at an
BE =SBl cxhibit table
to share
HLAA info.
People tell
us they
never heard
of HLAA.
Let’s change
that!

Lion’s Expo in September.

Chapter Sponsor Project

The sponsor project is HLAA Fox Valley Chapter’s main
fundraiser. Sponsors make it possible to cover costs
incurred in our efforts to fulfill the mission of HLAA. That
includes publishing & circulating our newsletter, renting
accessible meeting space, providing scholarships for
students with hearing loss, and providing stipends to attend
educational events.
HLAAFVC is a 501c3 tax exempt organization. Donations
are tax deductible according to state law. Donate by check to
HLAAFVC, P.O. Box 25 Menasha WI 54912 or donate online
at: https://www.hlaawi.org/fox-valley-chapter.html Scroll
down to the teal “Give Without Fees” Include instructions
on how you wish to be listed based on format below.
Donations must be received by the 15 of the month to be
included in the next edition.

2026 Chapter Sponsors
Diamond Level ($400 or More)
Charles & Judy Hastert, Jack Schindhelm
Fox Valley Hearing Aids — Dr. Engebos, Dr. Esser,
Dr. Iwanski, Dr. McGinnis, Dr. Wittmann
Haviland Hearing Aids — Peter Zellmer AuD CCCA

Platinum Level ($200 - $399)

Judy & Larry Benish, Jim Machalk, Barbara Merry, Barb &
Russ Soderberg, Max Maxfield & Juliette Sterkens AuD,
Dale & Renee Voskuil, Tweet/Garot Mechanical Inc.,

DAF Giving 360 Anonymous. Princeton Women’s Club

[Gold Level ($100 - $199)

Kay Nieset, Mary & Ron Hatfield, Julie & John Olson, Barb
& Phil Schlafer, Barbara Uehling, Bill & Grace Zurovich,
Michelle Frisbie, Margaret Carriveau, Kevin Gossens, Mike
& Sue Landreman, Clarice Belling, Russ Brodtke, Bill &
Diane Beversdorf, Jo Kintopf-Crabb, Julie Reisinger, Lynn
Schneider, Tom & Karen Schuppe, Jerome & Phyllis
VanHandel, Jan & Diane Veenendaal, Christine Klessig,
Thrivent Choice Dollars directed from Kenneth Calkins &
Pamela Surma, Elaine Stark

Silver Level ($50 - $99)

Suzanne Brown, Rich & Jan Erickson, Steve & Judy
Hangartner, Tom & Patty Reimer, Michael Walsh, Katie
Weber, Anonymous Donor

Bronze Level ($10-$49)

Lorna Hamilton, Mary Ann Walter, Bob Opsteen, Jay &
Babette Robitshek, Kate Wiers in memory of Joyce
Hannamann, Sheila Kudrie in memory of Al Kudrie

Thank you to our sponsors. We also thank everyone
who gives in other ways via time, energy, mileage,
program presentations & more. You are the reason
our volunteer run chapter is successful.
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Beyond Performance:

HEARINGU 3. Building a Personal Brand
HLAA Webinars for Better Hearing VD) with Hearing Loss

Wednesday, Oct 21 | 2:00 p.m. ET

WEBINAR—Hearing Loss at Work Series Beyond
Performance: Building a Personal Brand with Hearing

Loss - Hearing Loss Association of America

Participate in a Research Opportunity
People with hearing loss are invited to share
experiences with communication barriers in
healthcare. The study is led by a
doctoral candidate in audiology at
Central Michigan University.

“What Everyone Should Know About
Hearing, Hearing Aids, & Healthy Aging”
is a new YouTube recently produced by the Wisconsin
Institute for Healthy Aging with input & information
from The Center for Hearing Access (CHA). It is
moderated by Juliette Sterkens AuD & Wynn Wyman
from CHA, both of whom will present at the HLAAWI
State Conference! Learn why a provider who follows
best practices is more important than the brand of
hearing aid you choose. Many handouts & resources
are available through this resource. We are grateful
that hearing loss is getting more attention!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sssjYjn1L.Do

B
W 2027
OA Convention
Atlanta
Hearing Loss Association of America | June 24-26

Interested in presenting an educational workshop at
HLAA 2027? Our request for workshop proposals is
now open. The deadline to submit a proposal is
Monday, December 14, 2026. Workshop Proposals

September Meeting Synopsis

Annie Levknecht was the speaker at our
9/14 meeting at Bordini Center. She is
a teacher for Deaf and Hard of Hearing
students in the Appleton School system.

Ms. Levknecht’s area of expertise is “speech reading”
often referred to as lip reading. Speechreading requires
more than watching a speaker’s lips. Her background is
unique as she learned ASL (American Sign Language) as
a baby. She has worked as an interpreter in both the
fields of education and criminal justice.

“Beyond Lipreading” was the title of her presentation.

It gave us a glimpse into the many variables involved in

speech reading including visual, audio & environmental.
She explained how our brains process information from
numerous sources in order to communicate.

Ms Levknecht strongly encouraged self advocacy as an
important tool for effective communication. She used
the example of how a window can dramatically affect
our ability to speech read. It is important to SEE the
speaker’s face clearly. It should not be in shadow. The
speaker must be within a reasonable distance so that we
can HEAR them as much as possible. It’s important to
have a speaker in a position to face us directly. We also
must be aware of the topic being discussed. She
suggested devising a code system with your partner to
easily signify that a change in topic has occurred. All of
these practices help us build a toolkit for effective
communication.

Young people with hearing loss get support in these
areas in schools. Those of us who acquire hearing loss as
adults have to learn on our own.

Fox Valley Chapter extends its gratitude
to Ms. Levknecht for sharing her insight
and experience as an educator.

We continue to learn together!!

P

Submitted by Christine Klessig, chapter secretary

Questions About HLAA? Find time to listen
to this interview. Bevond the Audiology

Appointment: How HLAA Supports People
with Hearing Loss - YouTube

Special Support!
At our Sept. meeting
Mary Hatfield
presented a check to
FVC from the Princeton
Women’s Club. Mary
had shared the support
she has received from
HLAA with the PWC.
They decided to support
the work HLAA does.
Thankyou!!

Michelle Frisbie & Mary Hatfield



https://www.hearingloss.org/event/webinar-hearing-loss-at-work-series-beyond-performance-building-a-personal-brand-with-hearing-loss/
https://www.hearingloss.org/event/webinar-hearing-loss-at-work-series-beyond-performance-building-a-personal-brand-with-hearing-loss/
https://www.hearingloss.org/event/webinar-hearing-loss-at-work-series-beyond-performance-building-a-personal-brand-with-hearing-loss/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sssjYjn1LD0
https://www.hearingloss.org/get-involved/hlaa-convention/workshop-proposals/
https://www.hearingloss.org/get-involved/hlaa-convention/workshop-proposals/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfcFmwaLTlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfcFmwaLTlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfcFmwaLTlQ

3 subgroups that provide opportunities to come together
in small groups help make HLAAFVC successful. All
started because people suggested them. Thanks to leaders
& participants. You encourage friendships & peer support!

Hear Better Book Club

Kay Nieset, Moderator
hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

In September, we met to discuss The Unheard by Josh Swiller.
We unpacked the author’s story of his two-year stay in Zambia as a
Peace Corp member and how hearing loss shaped his journey. Not
only was this a book about coping with hearing loss, but we also
learned about life in Zambia!

Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 19, at 6:00PM on
Zoom. Our book selection for this meeting is 61 Days of Hearing
Loss by Chelle Wyatt. Wyatt gives a day by day look at how we can
live successfully with hearing loss, incorporating stories about her
experiences and strategies she learned to overcome challenges.

This book can be found on Amazon. Please watch for the Zoom
sign up information in the November newsletter.

H.O.P.E.—Hearing Other People’s Experiences—meets after
our chapter programs. Come ask your questions & share your
concerns. The group is small enough to allow everyone to
participate if they choose to, and large enough to get supportive
answers. We all know it helps to talk to people who understand!
Discussion time usually lasts about 45 minutes. We HOPE you’ll
join us after the October program. i

Dale Voskuil;, H.0.P.E. Moderator -

voskuild@gmail.com

Cochlear Implant Support Group

Contact Rhonda rclancey@hotmail.com

Our chapter’s Cochlear Implant Support Group meets every other
month, usually the 34 Tuesday or the Tuesday the week after our
chapter meeting. The next meeting will be Tuesday
November 17th at 6pm via Zoom

This group includes CI recipients with years of experience and those
who are new to or considering CIs. We all need answers to questions
we have about this amazing technology. When we share our
experiences, we learn. We send a Zoom link to past participants a
week in advance. If you are not on the list, let me know as soon as
possible so you can be included.

Rhonda Clancey, CI Group Moderator

2026 Chapter Calendar

Oct. 12th Captioned Glasses. Amazing
Technology You Didn’t know About!

Oct. 16t & 17th — State Conference

Nov. 9th Fear, Frustration, Fatigue,
the Emotional Side of Hearing Loss

Dec. 14t Holiday Social Event

Regular meetings are held at Bordini
Center 5 N. Systems Drive, Appleton
on the 2rd Monday of the month.

H.O.P.E. Discussions gather after the
programs. Stay to talk, share and
hear other people’s experiences!

Details are always included in this
free newsletter. Subscribe at:
hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com It is
available by regular mail or email.
Please share it with someone who
needs hearing help.

Let us know if your address changes. Email
or regular mail. For regular mail, we pay a
fee for returned mail. If you're away for a
few months, help us out & let us know. E-
mail may be your best option. Connect at:

hlaafoxvalley@gmail.com

________

Learning Should Never Stop!

Questions" (to ask when considering a CI) -
for those in the early stages of research.

Cochlear Implant International Community
of Action (CIICA) - great resource for CI info
(worldwide). They have a resource called "20

https://ciicanet.org/resources/considering-

a-cochlear-implantci-20-questions-to-ask-a-

prompt-list/

FVC Treasurer, Michelle Frisbie recently
helped facilitate the Conversation "What
makes a 5 star CI service/experience?"

https://ciicanet.org/events/

A Ton of Information can be found through
the HLAA website: Hearing Life e-news Be
sure to explore the national website.

Watch for the summary to be posted soon at:

____________________________________________________
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